
  

 
JBO/RSM                                                                                                            25th March 2022 
 
 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
RE:   Rugby Pitch 
 
As you will be aware from the RFL consultation held at the academy earlier in the year, 
Beswick is currently being considered for the new home of Rugby Football League. Plans are 
now very well developed and a planning application has been submitted by RFL for the OLL 
National Centre (application reference 032588/FO/2021) which can be viewed, and comments 
made at https://pa.manchester.gov.uk/online-applications/.  
 
As part of this plan, we need to consult with parents and stakeholders about the arrangements 
of the rugby pitch and adjacent land. TEMA currently has an interest in the land by way of two 
separate leases. It is proposed that we surrender the land for the rugby pitch and adjoining 
land off Bell Crescent to Manchester City Council for the development of the land by Rugby 
Football League (RFL) for a new community based National Training and Education Facility. 
 
Manchester City Council is the freehold owner of the land which currently comprises a rugby 
pitch and a small area of unutilised land immediately to the west of the retail units on Kirkstead 
Close which are due to be demolished in the near future. The land proposed to be surrendered 
to Manchester City Council (MCC) is shown on the attached plan hatched red. 
 
MCC invested £250k to build the rugby pitch in 2012 as a ‘mean-while use’, until such time as 
they had determined how best to develop the long-term use for the site. This was agreed on 
the basis that any future development would be advantageous to TEMA and support physical 
education and sport within the school and local community. The rugby pitch is currently 
maintained by TEMA and used as part of the delivery of its Physical Education curriculum. It is 
intended that TEMA will retain the use of the pitch but will not be liable for its upkeep and 
maintenance. It is proposed that the red hatched land currently occupied by TEMA will be 
incorporated into a new community based National Training and Education Facility being 
developed by Rugby Football League (RFL).  
 
The new facility known as the ‘Our League Life’ National Centre, is being developed in 
collaboration with Manchester City Council, and will significantly improve the existing pitch 
including the addition of flood lighting whilst a training, education and sporting spectator 
building will be built on the site of the vacant retail units adjacent to the pitch. For information 
purposes, the site boundary for the proposed RFL facility is edged blue on the attached plan. 
 
The existing rugby pitch will be extended in length, increasing the pitch size overall, and will be 
maintained by the RFL to national standards. It will be used by the RFL’s teams at varying 
levels (from the RFL’s national teams to local clubs), alongside the promotion of education 
courses and community use. The RFL will also enter into an Education Use Agreement with 
TEMA which will see the pitch being made available to TEMA pupils for ongoing curriculum 
requirements. When Manchester City Council constructed the pitch in 2012 it declared that any 
future development of the pitch should be advantageous to TEMA and support physical 
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education and sport within the school and local community. The Our League Life proposals are 
intended to do just that. It is anticipated that the new facility will create jobs, support 
regeneration as well as support educational outcomes for both TEMA and the wider 
community. 
 
To be clear, TEMA will not be losing the use of the useable pitch land as part of this process 
which is about changing the control of the land to enable the RFL facility to be built. The 
Education Use Agreement will ensure TEMA have continued use of the pitch, which RFL will 
maintain and improve.  
 
To deliver the Our League Life National Centre, the TEMA land will be surrendered back to 
MCC to then enable RFL to develop the new facility at a total cost of close to £7 million. As a 
result of the surrender arrangement, Secretary of State consent is required under Section 77 
of the School Standards and Framework Act 1998. Consent must be obtained before any 
disposal can proceed. 
 
This letter is to formally consult you on the proposal to formally surrender the school pitch land 
to Manchester City Council and to seek your comments on that proposal if you wish to do so. 
 
If you do wish to make comment on the proposal, please do so by no later than Friday 6th May 
2022, by emailing: consultation@temac.co.uk 
 
Please note that this consultation relates solely to the surrender of the TEMA land. It does not 
relate to the merits of the proposals by RFL to build an Our League Life National Centre on 
this and the adjoining Council owned land. A public consultation has already been held in 
respect of the proposed RFL facility in late 2021. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ms J Bowen 
Academy Headteacher
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