
TEMA Reads: Book 2



Discovered in the attic in which she spent the last years of her 
life, Anne Frank’s remarkable diary has become a world 
classic—a powerful reminder of the horrors of war and an 
eloquent testament to the human spirit.

In 1942, with the Nazis occupying Holland, a thirteen-year-old 
Jewish girl and her family fled their home in Amsterdam and 
went into hiding. For the next two years, until their 
whereabouts were betrayed to the Gestapo, the Franks and 
another family lived cloistered in the “Secret Annexe” of an 
old office building. Cut off from the outside world, they faced 
hunger, boredom, the constant cruelties of living in confined 
quarters, and the ever-present threat of discovery and death. 
In her diary Anne Frank recorded vivid impressions of her 
experiences during this period. By turns thoughtful, moving, 
and surprisingly humorous, her account offers a fascinating 
commentary on human courage and frailty and a compelling 
self-portrait of a sensitive and spirited young woman whose 
promise was tragically cut short.

Year 7:



When the Taliban took control of the Swat Valley in 
Pakistan, one girl spoke out. Malala Yousafzai refused 
to be silenced and fought for her right to an education.

On Tuesday, October 9, 2012, when she was fifteen, 
she almost paid the ultimate price. She was shot in the 
head at point-blank range while riding the bus home 
from school, and few expected her to survive.

Instead, Malala's miraculous recovery has taken her on 
an extraordinary journey from a remote valley in 
northern Pakistan to the halls of the United Nations in 
New York. At sixteen, she has become a global symbol 
of peaceful protest and the youngest-ever Nobel Peace 
Prize laureate.

I Am Malala is the remarkable tale of a family uprooted 
by global terrorism, of the fight for girls' education, of a 
father who, himself a school owner, championed and 
encouraged his daughter to write and attend school, 
and of brave parents who have a fierce love for their 
daughter in a society that prizes sons.

Year 8:



Xiomara Batista feels unheard and unable to hide in her 
Harlem neighborhood. Ever since her body grew into 
curves, she has learned to let her fists and her fierceness 
do the talking.

But Xiomara has plenty she wants to say, and she pours 
all her frustration and passion onto the pages of a leather 
notebook, reciting the words to herself like prayers—
especially after she catches feelings for a boy in her bio 
class named Aman, who her family can never know 
about.

With Mami’s determination to force her daughter to obey 
the laws of the church, Xiomara understands that her 
thoughts are best kept to herself. So when she is invited 
to join her school’s slam poetry club, she doesn’t know 
how she could ever attend without her mami finding out. 
But she still can’t stop thinking about performing her 
poems.

Because in the face of a world that may not want to hear 
her, Xiomara refuses to be silent.

Year 9:



Jay Gatsby is the man who has everything. But 
one thing will always be out of his reach ... 
Everybody who is anybody is seen at his 
glittering parties. Day and night his Long Island 
mansion buzzes with bright young things 
drinking, dancing and debating his mysterious 
character. 
For Gatsby - young, handsome, fabulously rich 
- always seems alone in the crowd, watching 
and waiting, though no one knows what for. 
Beneath the shimmering surface of his life he is 
hiding a secret: a silent longing that can never 
be fulfilled. And soon this destructive obsession 
will force his world to unravel.

Year 10:



When Nora Seed finds herself in the Midnight 
Library, she has a chance to make things 
right. Up until now, her life has been full of 
misery and regret. She feels she has let 
everyone down, including herself. But things 
are about to change.
The books in the Midnight Library enable 
Nora to live as if she had done things 
differently. With the help of an old friend, she 
can now undo every one of her regrets as she 
tries to work out her perfect life. But things 
aren't always what she imagined they'd be, 
and soon her choices place the library and 
herself in extreme danger. Before time runs 
out, she must answer the ultimate question: 
what is the best way to live?

Year 11:
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